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Keeping Tr ack of Elephant Seals at
Poin t Reyes National Seashore

In eary January of this year, dedicated biologists and
volunteers disovered a welcome dght through the
spotting scope: an injured dephant sed had returned
home.

Durin g one of the wurveys of North ern elephant seds
(Mirounga angusir odris) that reseachers mnduct
twi ce weekly from November to March, a hologist
spotted a emale sed with a ringed scar around her
neck. Theyfocused on the tag dtached to her tail
flipper . It was pink, which means that the sedwas
tagged a Point Reyes National Seashore or the
Farallone Islands National Wildlif e Refuge. The tag
read K343.

Reseachers seached the tag database br K343 and
found that Sed K343 was aiginally tagged as an adilt
sed at North Drakes Beach on January 16th, 2004. On
that day the Marine Mammal Center removed a
plagic ring caught around her neck that was cuting
into her throat. No one had recorded Sed K343 until
biologists gotted her near Chimney Rock this
January. She dill has a pominent scar, but she
appeared to be hedthy and very active. $he was b
seen rursing a karge pup on February 2nd of this year.
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Seal K343 is marked by a r ing ar ound her neck. The Mar ine Mammal
Center removed a plastic r ing fr om her neck thr ee years ago, and this
January she appear ed healthy and was last seen nursing a large pup.

Sed K343 was pat of the succesdul 2007 breeding
seasm at Point Reyes. On February 1St biologists
record ed the larges number of breeding dephant
seds dnce they began colonizing Foint Reyes
National Seasore 26 years a® - 1,290 seés. During
the breeding seasm, biologists tagged 232 weaned
pups with tags unique to each sed. In subsequent
years, hologists will conduct re-sight surveys to
constru ct a life history of each tagged weaned pup -
where it colonizes eat year, how fecund it is and
how long it lives.Tags dso let biologists know when
success $ories happen; when rescued seds like K343
survive.
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